
We celebrated the life of Lois Caswell in 
early November. It was as good a funeral as 
you can have; it was truly a celebration of life. 
After it was over, I commented that there was 
so much about Lois I didn’t know. I have been 
her rector for 11 years and still it was almost 
as if Lois was a stranger. 

Later, at the interment, Chuck Millar and Carol 
Ingells, the preachers for the day, said there 
was a lot they learned from Christine (Lois’ 

daughter) and each other. Chuck or Carol then commented that “Lois was so shy that she 
often kept her light under a bushel.” It was an obvious reference to the scripture pas-
sage. It only made me feel slightly better. Lois was one of our more active parishioners; 
I should have known her better!  

A day or so later and given some time for reflection, I’ve come to some conclusions 
which I share with you. One, I should be peeking under a few more bushels. Most peo-
ple are shy, and if only the squeaky wheel gets the attention, I am going to miss the 
depth of a lot of good people in our congregation. I need to be more attentive. So, 
watch out, I’ll be doing some bushel tipping this year. 

Second, you are all amazing—let someone know. In short, there are a lot of remark-
able stories and people out there who don’t know how amazing they are. God didn’t 
give you the talents He did for you to keep them hidden. Take a risk and let your light 
shine. 
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5, 12 ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 

12 MEN OF ORPHEUS 

14 B&PW 

18 LANGE CHORAL ENSEMBLE 

19 LESSONS & CAROLS 

  

6 4FS 

By the Rev. Dr. Gordon F. Weller 

Helping You to Prepare for Christmas! 
By Dr. Stephen R. Lange, Minister of Music 

In response to the extremely enthusiastic comments received about the time of fellowship, sharing, and scriptural sleuth-
ing that occurred last Lent, The Adult Christian Education Committee is offering another series of sessions designed to 
help you prepare for both Advent and Christmas in an enriching and stimulating way. The series, designed after last 
Lent’s format, will take place after church on four consecutive Sundays, beginning on November 21 and ending on De-
cember 12. We will make every effort to have church end near 11 a.m., with the sessions lasting from 11:15 (yes, 
there will be coffee and some sort of refreshments at each of the stations) until noon. The December 5 session will focus 
on John the Baptist and the December 12 session on Mary. Please feel free to attend any or all of these sessions.  

Peeking Under  
the Bushel 
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4 F’s 
By Nancy Sheldon 

Please mark your calendars and join us for the 4 F’s Group in 2010-2011. This 
year, our meetings are the first and third Mondays of each month (*exceptions 
noted). Anyone is invited who has time in the middle of the day! 

12 noon Eucharist  12:30 p.m. Lunch ($4.50) 
1 p.m. Bible Study (Steve Lange) 1:15-2 p.m. Program 

 December 6 – Someko Singers Christmas Celebration (with Melanie Walker 
and Emily Laub)  

 *January 10 – Program on Australia, Fiji and New Zealand by Nancy Rudd 
 *January 24 – Program on Autism, its causes and treatments    
 February 7 – Visit to Ele’s Place (grief counseling for children)   
 February 21 – Rites of Passage   
 March 7 – Visit to Mt. Hope Assembly of God Church & Gideon Healing 

Center  
 *March 9 (Ash Wednesday) to April 24 (Easter) – 5 Lenten Book Reviews 
 May 2 – Visit the Buddhist Retreat Center (lunch & Eucharist at the Millars’) 
 May 16 – Annual Picnic, book review, planning session at Nancy Sheldon’s 

Business &    
Professional 
Women’s Guild 
By Nancy Rudd, President 

The December meeting of the 
B&PW Guild is Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14. It is our Christmas pro-
gram with Steve and Nancy 
Lange providing the glorious mu-
sic. We will meet in the Hill Room 
at 6 p.m. for dinner. Please con-
tact Debby Pierce for a reserva-
tion at 394-4800 or 485-5446, 
or email                              
maxpierce@prodigy.net. Please 
bring your spouses or significant 
others as guests for this wonderful 
program. 

Also, remember to bring your 
unsold Younker’s coupons and any 
money collected. We are also to 
bring our baby items to stock St. 
Paul’s nursery. 

Looking forward to seeing every-
one and their guests this month. 

Comings and Goings 
By Martie Repaskey 

The following people and families are new to St. Paul’s 
congregation. We offer them a warm Christian wel-
come! 

Jacob Hoffman – Jacob is an MSU alum. He manages 
student apartments in East Lansing, is involved in Big 
Brothers & Big Sisters and has a little brother. Jacob 
has already jumped into the life of our church family 
and was recently seen working on the float for Silver 
Bells in the City. Welcome, Jacob. 

Susan Kendall – Susan has been worshipping at St. 
Paul’s for some time. We are pleased that she has 
joined us. 

Shelley & Mitchell Sanford – Shelley is our new Chris-
tian Education director. She formerly worked as a 
paraprofessional in a special education program. We 
are so glad to welcome her to work with our youth. 

Jim & Nancy Child – Jim and Nancy are the parents 
of Mrs. Hillary Walilko. They have a son, Lincoln. Jim 
was a naval aviator in Vietnam before attending semi-
nary. He retired in 2001 from his job as minister at 
First Presbyterian Church. Nancy has worked at Houli-
han’s in the Lansing Mall, as a host, for 16 years. We 
are so happy to have them among our worshipping 
congregation.  
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ERD Used Book Sale Set   
By Sue Millar  

We will start accepting your books, CD’s and DVD’s for our annual used book sale. It is our major fundraiser for Epis-
copal Relief and Development which makes it a great win-win event for all of us. We have the chance to clear our 
shelves of books we have read (or finally accepted that we won’t ever read) while making room for new bargain 
books to carry home from the sale. And through this whole process, we are supporting ERD in the lifesaving work it 
does throughout the world. There will be another reminder in the January SPN.  

The book sale will run February 13, 20 and 27. Isn’t this a good reason to survive another Michigan winter?  

2010 Christmas Services 

Friday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

 4 p.m. Family/Children’s Service 
 10:30 p.m. Special Music 
 11 p.m. Choral Eucharist 

Saturday, December 25, Christmas Day 

 10 a.m. Eucharist 

Gifts for the Christ Child 
Christmas Eve Collection 
By the Rev. Deacon William Fineout 

The St. Paul’s community is asked to step up with love and pro-
vide layette items for newborns at the Christmas Eve services. 
Our collection will go to Christian Services – Small Children’s 
Closet at Pilgrim UCC. They partner with social workers at Ing-
ham Regional Medical and Sparrow Hospitals, who give needy 
moms a voucher for the items.  

The Small Children’s Closet provides a LOVE Layette that con-
tains all new clothing and items to bring their babies home from 
the hospital. Christian Services follows up with a call to see if 
they need an appointment for other clothing and support that 
can be met through the Christian Services Church network. In our 
celebration of Christ’s birth, let us remember those in need with 
generous gifts of baby bottles, diapers, formula, clothes, etc., 
filling our crèche with gifts of love.   

Christmas Is a-Comin’ In! 
By Dr. Stephen R. Lange, Minister of Music 

Musical preparations for Christmas are taking place at St. Paul’s this Advent. 

 On Friday, December 12, The Men of Orpheus will present its annual Christmas Concert. Directed by former parish-
ioner Gayle Pohl, this group of men will perform a wide variety of Christmas music, sacred and secular. The concert 
begins at 7 p.m. and tickets will be available at the door. 

 Saturday, December 18, The Lange Choral Ensemble will present its annual Christmas Concert. The program will 
include works by G. P. Telemann, Rene Clausen, Bob Chilcott, and others. They will be accompanied by organ and 
a small instrumental ensemble. The concert will begin at 7 p.m. and tickets ($10 for adults and $8 for seniors and 
students) will be available at the door. 

 And finally, St. Paul’s will present its usual Service of Advent Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 19, at the 
10 a.m. service. All of St. Paul’s Choirs, including the Cherubs, Boys’ and Grace Choirs, High School Choir, and 
Chancel Choir, will sing at this service that features readings and anthems appropriate to the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas. 
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Bringing Mayberry to         
St. Paul’s 
By Barb Heany, Vestry Member 

Jesus used parables to teach many of his lessons. Like 
parables, many of life’s lessons can be learned 
through various media, so why not an “Andy Griffith” 
episode, right? On October 31, the church school 
classes gathered to watch the episode “Opie and the 
Spoiled Kid” using a lesson plan from BarneyFife.com, 
a biblical reference that uses episodes of “The Andy 
Griffith Show” as a teaching tool.  

Using the small town atmosphere of Mayberry and its 
likable citizens, basic values such as character, per-
sonal responsibility, honesty and integrity were rou-
tinely exemplified in the show. In “Opie and the 
Spoiled Kid,” Opie learns the value of receiving spiri-
tual rather than material rewards (1 Cor. 3:8); of 
changing focus from himself to others (Luke 10:30-37); 
and the reasons for honoring authority (Eph. 6:1). 

Many of the students had never seen an episode of 
“The Andy Griffith Show,” but it was clear that the 
message rang through by their enthusiastic discussion 
led by Lyn Kressler. All agreed that the spoiled boy 
Arnold was the less fortunate one in the end.  

Youth Group Rake & Run  
By Barb Heany, Vestry Member 

Many hands make light work, and they do, indeed, 
when you get the St. Paul’s Youth Group together to 
take on its first Rake and Run. However they also made 
“Light” work, as in God’s work, bringing joy and assis-
tance to several St. Paul’s parishioners who received 
help in raking and bagging their fallen leaves. 

St. Paul’s Youth Group received the gift of a beautiful 
day, as well as the warmth and love from the recipi-
ents of this first-time service outreach project. A Rake 
and Run is where everyone grabs their rakes and runs 
off to as many yards as possible to rake and bag 
leaves. With 16 youth and eight adults, we were able 
to accomplish the raking of five homes. Adding a spirit 
of hope for the coming days, the youth also planted a 
few spring bulbs at the homes. The youth look forward 
to another Rake and Run next year! 

Editor’s Note: The Rake and Run Group (both children 
and adults) were a huge help and their enthusiasm was 
greatly appreciated during a difficult time in the editor’s 
life. Thank you so much. 

Please see pictures on page 8 

 

Youth Groups Save the Dates: 
 December 6 – St. Paul’s church school youth will be taking their Noisy offering and Personal Needs collection to the 

Maplewood Center. They will also receive a tour of this facility which is an extension of City Rescue Mission that houses 
women and children. Parents please join us.  

 December 19 – After a light Christmas lunch, all youth groups will be going Christmas caroling at Tendercare West. 
Please join us in spreading the Love of Christmas to our friends at Tendercare. 

Swahili and English as Your Third Language? 
By the Rev. Charles Millar 

Yes, plus reading, writing and arithmetic! That’s the curriculum a Sudanese primary school child faces. For eight years, 
members of St. Paul’s have been helping young Sudanese go to school. This past year, we contributed to the education 
of 10 students, siblings and relatives of the Sudanese refugees (a.k.a., “Lost Boys”) who came to Lansing and St. Paul’s 
for help in starting a new life in America early in this decade.  

This year we would like to increase the grants from $600 to $700 which still covers less than half of the typical cost of 
a year’s schooling, the rest of the bill being paid by each student’s local grant applicant. One local applicant, who 
received two grants for the 2010 school year, is currently supporting six students for rent, food, uniforms, books, and 
instruction costs.  

You will be receiving or have already received a letter asking you to support this program for 2011. The Sudanese 
Student Education Fund is one of St. Paul’s responses to the Millennium Development Goals. Please help. 
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Financial Information as of October, 2010 

By Julie Young, Treasurer 

Pledge income in October was $27,400. This brings year-to-date total pledge income to $249,040, which is 75% of the 
annual budget amount. We are 83% of the way through the year, so it appears as if we may be falling a bit further be-
hind in pledge collection. 

Operations for October had a net loss of $1,738. No transfers were required from the investment account into the oper-
ating account during October. The investment accounts/funds had a net gain of $15,079 for the month.  

It should be noted that, at the time of printing, Fr. Weller has repaid the loan made to him by the Church in full. This will 
be reflected in the November financial statements. 

Vestry Highlights 
On November 15, your Vestry: 

 Had dinner together 
 Did devotions  
 Approved the October minutes 
 Received a Treasurer’s report (elsewhere in this issue) 
 Reviewed the computer cost overrun 
 Elected Matt Ferguson to be point person on resolv-

ing the problem 
 Noted the Carrie Newcomer concert of November 21 
 Received a report on our float in the Silver Bells Pa-

rade 
 Discussed Vestry calling (sometime in December prior 

to Christmas) 

 Heard a report on the Pictorial Directories 
 Noted that the Weller loan was repaid 
 Discussed LAEP and our participation 
 Received Committee Reports  
 Received a report on the wind storm and the roof 

destruction: repair is done, we are waiting for insur-
ance reimbursement) 

 Established the nominating  committee for the January 
Annual Meeting (Jeff Kressler, MaryLea Benson, 
Mark Rudd, Bobbi Tisdale) 

 Noted that Annual reports for the Annual Meeting are 
due January 2 

 Adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

Requests for Prayer 
We pray for those who are sick and in need: Cindy Robinson, Shelley Robinson, Mason Hill, Marjorie Belles, Barb 
Powers, Skip & Marsha Macholz, Tom Foltz, Bill, Jan Bigham, Max Sutton, John & Grace Hawkins, Maureen, Jared 
Miller, Pat Amundson, Emilio Garcia, Lloyd Law, Ray Benner, Andrea Ingraham, Jacob Thomas, Pat Reno, RuthAnn 
Lubben, Leeland McMartin, Lee Kinney, Susan Irish, Warren Stout, Marquerite Upham, Dottie Marie Stallcup-Harper, 
Rick Hawkins, Fransico Duazo, Gail Lynch, Jim Heany, Irma Narezo, Amy Wortley, Warren Stout, Kieran Marchant 
Mishra, Joe Manson, Will Leventer, and Dottie Stalkup-Harper. 

We pray and remember those in the Military, serving in dangerous areas: Jeff Doorlag, Justin Murphy, and Adam 
Sheppard. 

We pray for comfort for the family and friends of Lois Caswell who recently passed away. 

We pray for those recently baptized: Sophia Grace Waugh and Benjamin David Hall. 
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Rick Laub 
Joan VanAuken 
Larry Clark 
John Irwin 
Joan Bolander 
Alan Boron 
Debbie McMartin-Finkel 
Kirk Lindquist 
Sherrie Irwin 
Charlie Finkel 
Amanda Alvarez 
Eleanor Doersam 
Carol Laub 
Jean Shawver 
Rob Hecksel 
Raechel Wawro 
Pat Riley 
Matt Mann 
Kris Hayden 
Greg Wortley 
Gordon Weller 
Christy Thrush 
Gordon Milne 
Steve Swihart 
Ray Wawro 
Matt Ferguson 
Lisa Swihart 
Maria Wawro 
Martie Repaskey 

Charlie Krupka 
Julie Young 
Valerie Boman 
Lynn Foster 
Jeff Irwin 
Pat Bellinger 
John David Hawkins 
Chuck Millar 
Pat McArthur 
Sue LeDuc 
Debby Pierce 
MaryLea Benson 
Brock Howard 
Ron Irwin 
Kathy Gut 
Chris Couch 
Carol Ingells 
Graham Crabtree 
Sally Boron 
Melissa Ingells 
Barbara Richardson 
Josephine Kariuki 
Marilyn Earley 
Karen Clarke 
Lyn Zynda 
Chuck Rose 
Ian Broughton 
Ryan Henrys 
Julie Fletcher 

Brooke Broughton 
Matt Hall 
Cindy Hosimer 
Chris McDaniel 
Nancy Rudd 
Tom Sampson 
Carrie Baer 
Van Anderson 
Sue Boulton 
Susan Henderson 
Nancy Milne 
Andrew Schultz 
Leah Foster 
Kathleen Johnson 
Vicki Walker 
Elliot Cook 
Nancy Sheldon 
Melanie Walker 
Doug Holmes 
Bobbi Tisdale 
Linda Brown 
Jim Milne 
Dorothy Marsh 
Leigh Villarreal 
Carol Witchtoski 
Elizabeth Richardson 
Thomasina Canty 

Blood Drive News 
By Elisabeth Richardson 

St. Paul’s held its Spring Blood Drive on Saturday, October 30 with great success. We collected 61 pints of blood, two 
of which were double red. Over 94 people came together to make this event happen. Listed below are the individuals 
we would like to thank for giving blood, making phone calls, making sandwiches, setting-up, tearing-down, and work-
ing the day of the drive. If we have forgotten anyone, please know that we thank you too! 

The spring drive will be Saturday, April 9, 2011. The Red Cross is low on blood, so if you have given in the past, 
please go to the donor room soon. If you have never given, please consider doing so. Help save a life! 
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December 5  High School Choir; Boys’ and 
Grace Choirs 

December 12 Chancel Choir; High School Choir 

December 19   Lessons and Carols: 
 Cherubs; Boys’ and Grace; High 

School; Chancel 

December 24   Christmas Eve Family Service:  
Cherubs, Boys’ and Grace Choirs 

December 24   Christmas Eve Eucharist:         
Chancel; High School Choirs 

December 26   No Choirs will be vesting 

January 2 No Choirs will vest 

January 9 Chancel Choir; High School Choir 

January 16 Chancel Choir; High School Choir 

January 23 Chancel Choir; High School Choir 

January 30 Chancel Choir; High School Choir 
 
 

 

Singing Schedule 

 Date Choirs  Date Choirs 

Choir News 

Special Dates to Note: 

There will be no choir rehearsals on Wednesday or Thursday, December 29 and 30. We will resume our normal 
schedule on January 5 and 6.  

Mission and Outreach Activities 

December Where is Christ calling you to help others? 

5 Canterbury MSU dinner by St. Paul’s 

 Sudanese Education Fund 

24-25 Layette Gifts for the Christ child 

Ongoing  

1st Sunday Manna Sunday, loose and dedicated offer-
ings for street ministry, busing and work boots; 
Youth Noisy Offering for local charities 

 Heifer Gift Cards 

 Prayer Quilts 

 CarsINC 

 Habitat for Humanity 

February  

13, 20, 27 Used Book Sale to benefit ERD 
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With St. Paul’s Help, MSU Has a “Double Dip” Weekend! 
By Nancy Sheldon 

For the third straight year, the Greater Lansing Food Bank has been the real winner in the annual renewal of the U-M/
MSU rivalry. On Sunday, October 10, the Food Bank (housed at the Central United Methodist Church) was the recipi-
ent of over $1,900 in food items. In addition, there was $235 donated in cash or checks, a generous total of more 
than $21,000…not an easy task in today’s Michigan economy. MSU outspent U-M 3-1 in donations for the Food Drive 
in addition to winning the football game. Yikes!  

On Monday, guests from the Methodist Church’s Day Program came to St. Paul’s to move all the food from the Merri-
field Room to their day shelter which houses the Food Bank. It’s nice to know that our food goes, for the most part, to 
help those from within the neighborhood and who frequent the Day Shelter. 

We’d like to give a HUGE thank you to all of the St. Paul’s parishioners who brought food, cash, and checks to “Vote” 
for their team. Notwithstanding the trouncing U-M fans experienced this particular weekend, at the end of the day, an 
oft repeated phrase uttered by Wolverine followers was the long standing lament of MSU followers, “Wait ‘til next 
year!” 
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