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Dear People of God–
By St. Paul’s 21st Century Restoration Project Committee

On March 8th, St. Paul’s staff made the startling discovery 
that high winds in the Lansing area had caused the south 
wall of the sanctuary to move, putting the structure at risk 
of collapse.

From that dramatic and tense day, the situation in the 
sanctuary at St. Paul’s has changed daily, sometimes 
rapidly. Additional structural issues have been found by 
the construction crews working to save the Te Deum 
window and to rebuild the wall; the structural engineer 
has concerns about parts of the building we can’t even see 
or fully assess yet. All sorts of things have been unearthed.

St. Paul’s rector, Karen+, along with other staff, have been 
here daily, managing insurance, contractors, media, city 
officials, various bystanders, and curious citizens—a task 
that has at times been overwhelming and sometimes 
seems to eclipse the other work that the church needs to 
be doing.

In order to support and share in all the necessary 
assessment and decision-making, St. Paul’s Vestry voted 
at its March meeting to create a Task Force, charged 
with gathering information about all the building issues 
and needs, assessing the costs of addressing them, and 
prioritizing them. Bob Merriman, Joe Lehman, and Jim 
Clark have been meeting and working quickly to pull all this 
information together in order for the Vestry and Karen+ to 
move forward on the work that needs to be done.

In addition, the Vestry authorized creation of the St. Paul’s 
21st Century Restoration Project (or SP21Restore). This 
Restoration Project is intended to be an initiative larger 
than just the Te Deum window and the south wall. Yes, we 
want to restore the magnificent physical structure that 
has been handed down to us. However, the name of this 
project recognizes that we are called to be stewards not 
just of the bricks and mortar, glass and gutters, but of the 
many moments in the lives of all the faithful which have 
been celebrated and sanctified in this space over the past 
100 years. In one of her many interviews with local media, 
Karen+ reflected on the “interesting” timing of the wind 
storm and wall damage. In Holy Week we journey to death 
with despair but then celebrate hope in the resurrection: 
“It’s how we live, isn’t it? We deal with this stuff day in 
and day out. Suffering and death, but then new life.” The 
restoration we want to oversee and support speaks to 
restoring more than just our building.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church/78997596425
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Welcome Jeremy Alexander
Our New Sexton

Dear People continued from Page 1

And so, a St. Paul’s 21st Century Restoration Project Team 
has been formed, composed of St. Paul’s parishioners and 
charged by the Vestry to lead this restoration in various 
ways. It will involve, of course, seeking the resources 
necessary to invest in our future and to restore the 
building for another 100 years. The Team has already 
begun its work, and there will be more information very 
soon, including ways that you can help us reach out as 
widely as possible as we think and plan and pray for St. 
Paul’s restoration in the 21st century.

Faithfully,

The SP21Restore Project Team

Lyn Zynda and Jeff Kressler, Co-chairs

Keeli Baker Barb Clark 

Jim Clark Kathy Gut 

Ree Huber Jim Huber 

Jen Humphries Laura Julier 

Jim Milne Libby Richardson

Amanda Ross Mark Rudd

Bobbi Tisdale

Please welcome Jeremy 
Alexander as our new sexton.  
You may have seen Jeremy 
around on Sunday mornings 
for a while.  Jeremy has been 
coming to church with his 
brother, Justin Alexander, 
and Katie Johnson prior to 
becoming our sexton.  

Jeremy comes to us from 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Saginaw where he was a 

member and served as an intern.  While at St. John’s, 
Jeremy served as a Eucharistic Minister.  He was attending 
school at Saginaw Valley State.  Now that he is living in the 
apartment here, his plan is to attend a four-year program 
in the local area.  Stop by and introduce yourself.

Financial Update
By Jeffrey Irwin, Treasurer

Financial Information as of April 30, 2017

Total pledge income through April 30, 2017, was 
$150,007 which is 48.1% of the budget and we are at 
33.3% of the year.  We are $46,114 ahead of budget.

In April we recorded $3,708 more in expense than 
operating revenue.  Notable expenses include $4,963 
for new chairs, $6,360 for the restroom remodeling 
project, and $4,800 in utility expenses.  Some of these 
expense will be covered from restricted funds.

The designated and restricted invested funds had a 
$7,219 gain in market value in April, bringing the year 
to date gain to $38,795.  We have also received $2,959 
for the building restoration fund.

We have received $200,000 from Church Insurance of 
Vermont as a cash advance for the bills we will need to 
pay for the wall repair.  To date we have paid $143,935 
to Laux Construction.  Accordingly, we are holding 
$56,065 of cash from the insurance company to pay 
future bills.

At April 30, 2017, there was $78,902 of cash in the bank 
that is not for the wall repair.

VBS (Vacation Bible School) is not just for kids!  This year 
for the very first time, while our young ones are in VBS, 
we will offer our adults an opportunity to enjoy their own 
VBS.  What was life like during Paul’s time?  What did they 
eat or drink?  Did you know that at the dinner table you 
actually reclined on a recliner?  No worrying about sitting 
up straight in your chair.  

We will work together to discover why St. Paul was so 
cranky all the time and why he told women they had to be 
quiet in church.  We will visit Corinth and learn why Paul 
was so concerned about their pagan behavior.  We’ll follow 
Paul as he sailed around the Mediterranean Sea through 
shipwrecks and such until he ends up in prison.

Save your evenings starting Monday, June 19th through 
Friday, the 23rd.  We will gather from 6-8 pm and join 
our younger members for the opening and closing each 
evening.  Join us as we learn about our patron saint and 
why he is key to our Christian faith today!

Cruis’n with St. Paul
By The Rev. Karen C. Lewis
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By The Rev. Karen C. Lewis

One thing I have learned for sure, when you are involved in 
a major restoration project such as we are, you must learn 
to be flexible and patient.  You come to accept that the 
situation is fluid and may change from one moment to the 
next.  You also learn that new issues or concerns pop up 
just when you think you have a handle on it all.

Each week on Tuesday morning, I meet with the owner 
of Laux Construction, our on-site project manager, the 
project manager of the entire job, the structural engineer 
and then perhaps a mason or a safety manager or some 
other individual who may be on-site for that week’s work.  
We cover everything in detail and the construction folks 
are patient with my questions and willing to teach me 
as we go along.  The learning curve is steep and fast, 
but they are very patient with my lack of knowledge and 
experience.  We are fortunate to have the very best people 
possible restoring our wall and window.  God is good all 
the time.

It is noisy during the day as the masons cut the cinderblock 
to fit the CMU wall (middle wall); then add the noise of 
the equipment rigs lifting the blocks upward to the tower 
where the masons mix the grout before placing each block 
into place.  The steel buck that will hold the Te Deum 
window is now in place which means the brick work will 
pick up pace.  Teams will work on both the exterior and 
interior brick walls at the same time once the bricks arrive.  
It has been a challenge to find the blend of bricks that will 
match those that are more than 103 years old.

The stone cutters at Abbey Stoneworks have finished the 
trefoil window that will soon arrive to be inserted into the 
wall as a replacement for the small stained glass window 
that you could barely see.  We have no word to date on 
how the repairs are progressing on the Te Deum window in 
New Jersey so we are assuming that all is moving forward 

Flexible and Patient!

according to schedule. No, we do not have a re-entry date 
into the sanctuary as of yet.  And once the window and 
wall are complete we still have some clean-up work to 
accomplish.

If there is a possibility of changing the lighting in the 
sanctuary, this is the time to do so while the lifts and 
scaffolding are on-site.  The same holds true for re-finishing 
the hardwood floor.  The Facility Task Force has these 
projects on the potential list and Vestry has authorized 
the creation of a lighting plan for that space by a lighting 
architect who has much experience in churches like ours.  
An added bonus is that he is an Episcopalian!

We are also very aware of some significant issues with 
the parking lot as it seems to be dipping more and more 
in certain places—one area that is quite evident is in 
the location of the handicap parking space.  In the next 
few weeks we hope to have some soil borings of the lot 
completed so we can figure out what is going on below the 
pavement.  

I give thanks for the many people involved in our 
restoration project—the construction workers and 
masons; the Facility Task Force which meets weekly and 
is busy discerning how best to move forward with the 
various facility projects; your Vestry which must discern 
the priority of each project and potential funding sources; 
the many people throughout our community and country 
praying for the restoration of this beautiful space; and the 
St. Paul’s 21st Century Restoration Project team working 
hard to prepare a fund-raising campaign so that we can 
restore this facility for all who will cross its threshold in the 
next 100 years.  Please continue to hold all of these folks in 
your daily prayers.
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PARISH NEWS & EVENTS

Save the Date...

St. Paul’s Graduates in 2017
We join with the families and friends of several St. Paul’s 
folks as they celebrate the completion of an educational 
journey.  We congratulate these four young ladies who are 
graduating from High School:

Sela Bauman – graduating from Lowell High School; 
attending Marian University in Indianapolis in the fall, 
majoring in nursing.

Emily Irwin – graduating from Haslett High School and 
entering Central Michigan University in the fall.

Kaitlyn Narezo – graduating from Grand Ledge 
High School and continuing her education at Lansing 
Community College.

Kaleel Van Voorhees – graduating from East Lansing High 
School; attending Allegheny College Honors Program in 
Pennsylvania.

We celebrate Courtney Irwin’s graduation from MSU; she 
will continue her education while working in Grand Rapids.  
Yeah Courtney!!!!

We also want to recognize the achievement of three of 
our parishioners in completing the Diocesan Exploring 
Your Spiritual Journey (EYSJ) program in June of this year.  

For our Parish Picnic! On Sunday, June 4 we will be 
celebrating Pentecost, the end of the Sunday School 
year, the last day of choir and Summer! There will be 
a yummy potluck, games for the children (and those 
who are young at heart!), and fellowship! Bring a dish 
to pass and join us for an afternoon of fun!!! We have 
reserved the Capitol lawn for games and will transform 
the parking lot into a picnic area with grills and tents 
for those who want to eat outside.

Twenty women participated in the 2017 St. Paul's Women's Retreat at the Geneva Camp and Retreat Center located 
on the shore of Lake Michigan in Holland Michigan. Over the course of the two days of the retreat, St. Paul's own 
Karen Lewis+ taught the group different styles of prayer, including: lamenting, visualization, Anglican prayer beads 
and praying with your body. The weekend provided the opportunity to grow in prayer, faith, fellowship, and fun!

EYSJ is a year-long discernment process that provides 
intentional time to slow down and listen to what God is 
calling you to do in the midst of everyday life.  EYSJ is for 
both those wishing direction in lay ministry as well as a 
requirement for anyone potentially seeking ordination.   
We give thanks for the hard work of these folks who 
completed the program:  Tim Flynn, Laura Julier, and Lyn 
Zynda.  

Please congratulate all of these folks on their hard work 
and accomplishments!
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PARISH NEWS & EVENTS

Fall Blood Drive Delayed until December

Erna Hassell Celebrates 
100th Birthday!Confirmations (and More)

at St. Paul’s on Saturday, June 3

The Golden Halo goes to...

The Fall Blood Drive will actually be the Holiday Blood Drive this year. Due to scheduling conflicts, football games, 
weddings, etc., the Blood Drive will be Saturday, December 2.  Please save the date.  Thank you.

On Saturday, June 3rd at 11 a.m., St. Paul’s will host the 
Confirmation Service for both the Capital and Lyster 
Deaneries.  Bishop Gibbs will be the Celebrant and will 
confirm, receive, and hear the reaffirmations of faith of 
folks from All Saints, East Lansing; One Community, East 
Lansing; St. Michael’s, Lansing; St. Paul’s, Lansing; and 
from congregations in the Jackson, Hillsdale area.   

Each year during the fifty days of Easter Season, Bishop 
Gibbs travels to the various deaneries to conduct this 
service, as only a bishop can perform confirmations, 
receptions, and reaffirmations.  We are blessed to have 
a number of folks from St. Paul’s who have gathered 
for the last several months in study and conversation in 
preparation for this service. Let us offer our prayers and 
congratulations to the following St. Paul’s folks:

Being confirmed are Melissa Blood, Ally Johnson, Katie 
Johnson, and Tim Flynn.

Being received into the Episcopal communion are: Bob 
and Nancy Merriman, and Margaret Schulte.

Reaffirming is baptismal vows is Joseph Lehning.

All are welcome to join us for this wonderful service on 
Saturday, June 3. Your prayers and support that day are 
one way of showing our care for one another.

In a crazy turn of Lent Madness events, Florence Nightingale (the founder of modern 
nursing practice) won the Golden Halo with a narrow victory over Franz Jagerstatter 
(WWII martyr and anti-Nazi conscientious objector), after a quarterfinal upset over 
Martin Luther!  Our St. Paul's Golden Halo goes to........... Barb Lindquist (pictured) 
and Candy Womble! 

To check out the week-by-week action and play-by-play commentary, see: http://
www.lentmadness.org/bracket/

Thank you so much to everyone who participated in our Lent Madness bracket 
fundraiser!! We will be providing a scholarship to Hope Milne for her trip to Oklahoma 
for the Episcopal Youth Event this summer!

Long-time St. Paul’s 
parishioner Erna Hassell, 
now living in Texas, turned 
100 years old on December 
11, 2016, and celebrated 
with friends and family the 
following day. Her daughter 
Erna reports, “The party was 
held on Saturday night in 
Houston, TX, hosted by her 
daughters Erna Carolyn and 
Tricia and their husbands, 
Richard Dykes and Tom 

Ehman. Family and friends traveled from Michigan, 
Indiana, Pennsylvania, Florida, Minnesota, North Carolina, 
and Canada to celebrate the occasion with her.

The following day, Sunday the 11th, there was another 
celebration with Erna's fellow parishioners at St. 
Christopher's Episcopal Church in League City, TX after the 
10:30am service.  It was a busy week-end for her!”

Erna was featured in the May edition of the MSU Alumni 
Association Newsletter, which noted that she “earned 
a bachelor's degree from the College of Arts and Letters 
in 1938 [and] taught middle school art classes in the 
Lansing and Okemos school systems until her retirement. 
During her summer breaks she continued her professional 
development by taking classes in art and teaching.”
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Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is 
fast approaching! The big 
change this year is the 
time. VBS will be from 6 to 
8 p.m.  Monday through 
Friday, June 19–23.  Our 
theme this year is Rome: 

Paul and the Underground Church! 

With the time change this year, Karen+ will be teaching 
an adult class, Cruisin’ with Paul, to go with the children’s 
programming. The whole family can join VBS this year!! 
Spread the word!!! I’m also still looking for volunteers to 
help with the children’s programing! It’s a wonderful fun-
filled week!!! 

aaaaaY HTUO
Upcoming Sunday School Dates
By Jackie Womble

We are fast approaching the end of our Sunday School 
year and I just wanted to let you know of some upcoming 
program dates. 

May 28 – There is no Sunday School due to Memorial Day

June 4 – Is the last day of Sunday School and the Parish 
Picnic

June 11 & 18 – there is no Sunday School

June 19 through June 23 – Vacation Bible School from 6:00 
to 8:00 PM. Fun for the whole family, come join us!

June 25 – Summer Sunday School begins and we go to one 
service at 9:00 AM. 

Church School Class Remixes the 23rd Psalm

Hope Milne of St. Paul’s will be one of 14 young people from the Diocese 
of Michigan who will be attending the 2017 Episcopal Youth Event (EYE17) 
from July 10–14 on the campus of the University of Central Oklahoma in 
Edmond.  There will be more than 1,300 participants, workshop leaders, 
speakers, and volunteers at the event.

According to the official website, “every three years, in accordance 
with General Convention Resolution #1982-D079, the Episcopal Church 
convenes an international youth event so ‘that the energy of the youth 
of the Episcopal Church can continue to be utilized in active ministry as 
members of the Body of Christ.’  You can keep track of events at: http://
www.episcopalchurch.org/blog/eye

Hope has been selling home-made baked goods at coffee hours to raise 
funds to help pay her way.  She is pictured on a recent Sunday with her 
dad, Jim Milne, St. Paul’s Junior Warden. Godspeed Hope!

Sunday, May 7th was Good Shepherd Sunday and so of 
course our focus in church school was the story of the 
Good Shepherd.  After reading through the 23rd Psalm, St 
Paul’s Church School Kids thought it might be a good idea 
to re-write the well-known Psalm in terms that they are 
familiar with.  The following is their creation…

Psalm 23 Remix

The Lord is my BFF, He has my back! 
 He knows how to hang with me, He helps me chill.

Even though there are nasty places all around me  
He keeps me in the zone.

He has made a place in His crib for me! 
Surely his awesomeness will hang with me for eternity.

And I will hang out with my BFF…Happily Ever After!
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How much do we recycle? What is the income from 
recycling?  Detailed records were not kept in 2016 – only 
total receipts. Records are being documented in 2017.  
2016 recycling income was $87.45, including $25 from a 
recycled appliance rebate from the BWL.

2017 to date:

Metal from old chairs  (940 pounds) $58.75

Die cast   (4 pounds)  $0.60*

Aluminum   (6 pounds) $2.70*

Sheet iron  (120 pounds) $7.77*

Office Paper   (360 pounds) $5.40 

Cardboard  (960 pounds) $13.20

YEAR TO DATE (2390 pounds)  $88.42

The amount of income seems to be not significant but it 
must be remembered that St. Paul’s is being GREEN and 

contributing to preservation of God’s world.  St. Paul’s currently has trash pickup once a week.  If the dumpster gets full 
during the week in between, it is necessary to call for another load to be dumped at additional expense to St. Paul’s.  It is 
unknown how many additional dumpster loads would have been filled if we were not green.   It is difficult to calculate the 
amount that is saved in trash service expense.  

A huge thanks is due Allan Boron, who does much of the transporting of recyclable materials, to the the entire Recycling 
Committee.

*From men’s bathroom

How much does St. Paul’s recycle?

Summer Worship Schedule
In previous years around this time, we would be wondering when we are moving into the Merrifield Room so as to 
appreciate the air conditioning.  Instead, we are all wondering why we turned off the heat and hoping we will be able to 
move back into the sanctuary in the not-too-distant future.  In the meantime, we are letting you know that we will move 
to our summer schedule of one Sunday service at 9:00 AM beginning Sunday, June 25.  Please post a reminder in your 
smart phone calendars, on a sticky note on your refrigerator, and/or anywhere else that will assist you in remembering 
not to show up for an 8:00 AM or 10:00 AM service on June 25!  We hope to see all of you at 9:00 AM that day!
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Calendar  
NO NOON SERVICE, Tuesday, May 16, 2017

White Trash & Hillbilly Elegy Book Study w/The Rev. Karen Lewis, Wednesday, May 17, 6:30 PM

Men’s Breakfast, Thursday, May 18, 7:00 AM

Graduation Sunday, Sunday, May 21, 2017

New Members Class & Potluck Luncheon, Sunday, May 21, 11:30 AM

Youth Group, Sunday, May 21, 5:00 PM

Bible Study w/The Rev. Karen Lewis, Sunday May 21, 6:30 PM

Four Fs, Monday, May 22, 2017

Confirmation w/Reception, Saturday, June 3, 11:00 AM

Pentecost, Sunday, June 4, 2017

Parish Picnic/Potluck at St. Paul’s, Sunday June 4, 11:00 AM

Last day of Sunday School, Sunday, June 4

B & PW, Tuesday, June 13, 6:00 PM

Intergenerational VBS, Monday, June 19 at 6:00 PM – Friday, June 23 at 6:00 PM

Summer Sunday Service Schedule begins Sunday, June 25, at 9:00 AM

Summer Sunday School One Room School House begins Sunday, June 25, at 9:00 AM

OFFICE CLOSED, Monday, July 3

OFFICE CLOSED, Tuesday, July 4

NO NOON SERVICE, Tuesday, July 4

For the complete calendar visit 
www.stpaulslansing.org
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