“Our Welcome”

In the light of God’s unconditional love, we respect the dignity of every human being by
welcoming and supporting all persons whatever their race, color, gender, age, sexual
orientation, health status, marital status or stage of spiritual journeying. We invite you to
explore, investigate, and grow in your faith and become a part of our shared journey with
God.
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Priest Associate; The Rev. Dr. Donna McNiel, Associate for Liturgy and Pastoral Care; The Very
Rev. Gail Shafer, Priest Associate; Ms. Stephanie Gewirtz, Minister of Music; Ms. Theresa Milne,
Parish Administrator; Ms. Barbara Heany, Sunday School Director; Ms. Katie Alexander,
Nursery Attendant; Mr. D’Kwon Guerrero, Sexton/Custodian; Mr. Conrad Moyer, A/V
Technician.

St. Paul’s Vestry: Steven Kandow, Sr. Warden; Jane Bryce, Jr. Warden; Larry Clark; Joshua
Freeman; Leslie Hall; Bob Merriman; David Parks; Margaret Schulte; Bobbi Tisdale; A] Walilko;
Maria Wawro; Amy Wortley; Jeff Irwin, Treasurer; Sally Boron, Secretary

Visitors and Guests: Please fill out a visitor card and give it to an usher or place it in the
offering box. As you are leaving, we would like you to take a moment to sign one of the guest
books located by the church doorways.

Opportunities for Worship - Sundays: 10:00am

Parish Office Hours Monday - Thursday: 9:00am to 2:00pm.
Closed on Fridays.
Phone: 517-482-9454 E-mail: office@stpaulslansing.org

Visit our website: www.stpaulslansing.org

For Parish activities and information please check the information table in the Merrifield
Room.

Baptism or Marriage: If you would like more information, please contact the Rector at 482-9454
or by email: rector@stpaulslansing.org.

Church School: Our church school for elementary through middle school ages begins at
9:45am. If you would like more information, please speak to Barb Heany.

The Nursery is open in the Music Wing near the Choir Room.

All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded, and photographed for church
uses. Entry into the sanctuary or into any church building constitutes consent to be streamed,
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.

Roosevelt Parking Ramp Hours of Access:
Monday-Thursday: 6:00pm - 9:00pm Gates/doors lock automatically at 9:01pm
Friday: Not Available Gates locked
Saturday & Sunday: 7:30am - 6:00pm Gates/doors lock automatically at 6:01pm

The ramp will be available on special occasions when requested by the churches in advance.
Staff members (Karen, Stephanie, Theresa) will have access cards if your car is locked into the
ramp after hours.
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
DECEMBER 24, 2024 7:00PM

ORGAN PRELUDE Twas in the Moon of Wintertime Mark Lochstampfor
CHOIR ANTHEM Comfort, Comfort, Now My People Tom Trenney
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN Good Chrzstzan frlends rejoice HYMN 107
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CHOIR ANTHEM To Us Emmanuel John Horman

Infant Holy
Jim Milne, soloist

Were You There on That Christmas Night
Larry Clark & AJ Walilko, duet

arr. Rodriguez, trans. Governor

Sleeth, arr. Larson



How Beautiful are the Feet George Frederik Handel
Hannah Bancroft, soloist

CHOIR ANTHEM O Little Town of Bethlehem Franklin D. Ashdown
Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child arr. Mark Hayes
Deborah McMartin-Finkel, soloist
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN Hark! The herald angels sing HYMN 87
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GREETINGS
The People stand as the Officiant says

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more
the message of the angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us
hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy child Jesus, and let
us make this place glad with carols of praise.

Let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no
one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one
for evermore.

Officiant Rejoice! I bring good news for all people.
People Unto us a child is born. Alleluia!
Officiant Tonight the angels sing on earth.

People Glory to God in the highest!

The People stand for the singing of the Opening Hymn



HYMN 83
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Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing;

Refrain

Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others
Mousic: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786);, harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
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THE COLLECT OF PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA

HYMN 5278
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Officiant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

The People are invited to sit for the readings

THE FIRST LESSON ISAIAH 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness - on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a
song given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this tine onward and forevermore. The zeal
of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The people stand to sing.
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Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854), alt. Music: Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879)

THE SECOND LESSON TITUS 2:11-14
Reader A reading from Titus

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The People stand to sing the Gradual Hymn



GRADUAL HYMN

Angels we have heard on high
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THE GOSPEL The people stand LUKE 2:1-14

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said
to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON The Rev. Dr. Donna McNiel

On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  The People stand, kneel or sit for the prayers

On this night, we have heard how the world into which Jesus was born was ruled by a
governor, emperor, and king. Yet this story reveals that you, O God, are the only true
Sovereign - Almighty and Everlasting. We praise you for the peace you have promised. We
thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, who dwells among us full of grace
and truth. Hear now our prayers that all people might find healing, comfort and joy.

We pray for public officials and rulers. Give them wisdom in decisions, a will for the common
good, and the courage to work for peace among all nations. Shine upon them and give them
peace.

We pray for all who work and watch this night: for those in hospitals and positions of public
service; for those serving our country here and around the globe; for those in airports, trains,
and bus stations; for those who work in shelters, hotels, and other places of hospitality. Shine
upon them and give them peace.
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We pray for all who suffer this night: those who are sick and those on our prayer list and who
have requested our prayers; those we name either silently or aloud ; for those who are
cold, lonely or grieving; for people who are hungry and thirsty. Shine upon them and give
them peace.

We pray for families and friends; for those who are with us and those far away; for those who
are traveling; for those who especially need your guidance in this season and for those in our
memories who now dwell with you. Shine upon them and give them peace.

We pray, O God, with the multitude of the heavenly host, that through Jesus Christ your glory
will lighten every darkness; that your peace will fill all in all. We pray that those who live in the
midst of war may live without fear and destruction; and that all your creatures may be restored
and renewed. Shine upon them and give them peace.

We pray for those who have died and those who mourn or struggle to celebrate this season of
hope. We pray God will grant them the sure and certain knowledge we will one day be joined
together in eternal life. Shine upon them and give them peace.

The Officiant concludes the prayers by saying

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. As we celebrate his birth, and wait in
hope for his coming again, receive our prayers and the prayers of our hearts through the power
of the Holy Spirit, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand. The Officiant says to the people

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor unto the Lord.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Before the Marvel of This Night Carl Schalk
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OFFERTORY HYMN

It came upon the midnight clear

HYMN 89
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Words: Edmund H. Sears (1810-1876), alt. Music: Carol, Richard Storrs Willis (1819-1900)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The People standing, the Officiant says

Lord be with you
People And also with you.
Officiant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is good to give you thanks, O God, source of abundant life; through Jesus Christ your eternal
Word who creates all things by the working of your Spirit. For he is the reflection of your glory,
the very imprint of your being. In him you have become one of us that we might become one
with you. And so we raise our voices with saints and angels and all creation in joyful praise to
you singing,

Officiant and People sing together
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The people stand or sit, as the Officiant continues

Holy and wondrous God, long ago you spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways. And
in these last days you have spoken to us in your Word made flesh, Jesus, who proclaimed your
dream of peace. He gave himself for our tired world, accepting death so that we might live, and
held our darkness deep within until through cross and grave and empty tomb he set us free for
love.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

7”7

me.

And so we proclaim the mystery of faith,

Officiant and People say together

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

The Officiant continues

Recalling his death and resurrection, and longing for his coming in glory we offer you these
gifts of bread and wine, and our lives in thanks and praise.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be for us the body and blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ. Pour out your Spirit upon us that we might be a people of grace and truth, bearing
good news of joy in every season.

And bring us at last with Mary and Joseph and all your saints to that vision of eternal splendor
for which you have created us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by him, with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE FRACTION ANTHEM 5155
The Officiant breaks the consecrated bread

This setting is not wsed in Lent.
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Music:  Gerald R. Near (b. 1942) Copyright © GIA Publications, Inc.

THE INVITATION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Holy Gifts for Holy People.

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All who hunger for God are invited to God’s table, including children. At this time, communion is being
distributed in bread only. Gluten-free wafers are available: please indicate to the clergyperson that you
require this alternative. Those who do not wish to receive communion are welcome to come forward for a
blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest. The ushers will guide you. If you are unable to
come forward and wish to receive communion in your seat, please let one of the ushers know.

After you have received communion and returned to your seat, you are invited to silently offer the
following prayer or another of your choosing to God. Remember that others are still receiving
communion and your quietness will assist in this most holy experience.

Gracious God, by this sacrament you make us one family in Christ your Son, one in the
sharing of his body and blood, one in the communion of his Spirit. Help us grow in love for
one another and come to the full maturity of the body of Christ. We ask this in his name.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTHEM He Shall Feed His Flock George Frederik Handel
Hannah Bancroft, soloist
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HYMN

COMMUNION
A

O little town of Bethlehem
| L. |

HYMN 79
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hap - py pray to the bless-ed Child,

Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we  pray;

1 A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the  si - lent stars go by;
2 while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-dering love.
3 So God im-parts to hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his  heaven.
4 where mis-er - y cries out to thee, Son of the mo - ther mild;
5  cast out our sin and en -ter in, be born in us to - day.
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1 the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
2 and prais - es sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.
3 where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the  dear Christ en - ters in.
4 the dark night wakes,the glo - ry breaks, and Christ-mas comes once more.
5 O come to us, a - bide with uws, our Lord Em -man - u el!
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Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) Music: St. Louis, Lewis H. Redner (1831-1908)

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Officiant and People say together:
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have

graciously accepted us as living members of your

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SILENT NIGHT HOLY NIGHT HYMN 111
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Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885) Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver Gruber
1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910)

(1787-

BLESSING

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy,
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his
peace and favor. Amen.
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And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Joy to the world! HYMN 100
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DISMISSAL

Officiant Go into the night, glorifying and praising God for all you have seen and heard.
People Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen arr. Molly Ijames

Remus Webb and Dan Reasoner, trumpets

Assisting in Today’s Service

Crucifer Jamal Dillman-Hasso
Subdeacon Jack Baker
Lector Greg Wortley
Prayers of the People Larry Clark
Chalice Bearers Jamal Dillman-Hasso, Theresa Milne
Altar Guild Nancy Merriman (co-chair), Jane Bryce,
Members for the Week Theresa Milne, Sue Le Duc
Ushers Melissa Blood, Justin Alexander,
David Parks, Debbie Parks, Joe Lehning,
Michael Hart, Mark Rudd

Musical selections licensed through Rite Song.

St. Paul’s Christmas Season Services

December 25, Christmas Day: 10:00am — Worship & Holy Communion
December 29: 10:00am Baptism & Holy Communion
January 5, 2025, 10:00am - Epiphany Lessons & Carols & Antecommunion
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER
December 24, 2024

We pray for those who have ongoing needs for healing prayers: Joanne, Mike, Melissa, Tom,
Sarah, Heather, Sebastian, Peter, Natalie, Julie, Mark, Chris, Bill, Robin, Samantha, Ian, Leigh,
and Diane. *Due to privacy concerns, we will now be posting first names only on our prayer list.

We pray this week for the following St. Paul’s members: Mark Diedrich and Jamie Diedrich.

We pray this week for the following community service agency: Tri-County Office on Aging,
5303 S Cedar St, Lansing, MI 48911.

We pray for our downtown church community: Cathedral Church of St. Mary; Central United
Methodist Church; Christ Community Church; and First Presbyterian Church.

We pray for our worshiping communities: St. Michael & All Angel’s, Lincoln Park; Church of
the Incarnation, La Romana, DR.

We pray for those in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Pray for the Church of the Province of
Uganda.

We pray for: Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean Rowe, our Presiding Bishop;
Bonnie A. Perry, our bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the Diocese of the Dominican
Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA Bishop, SE
Michigan Synod; Craig A. Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; our retired
bishop, Wendell Gibbs; Karen C. Lewis, our rector; Donna McNiel, our associate for liturgy and
pastoral care; Dick Hamlin and Gail Shafer, our priest associates; our worship ministers, St.
Paul’s staff and our diocesan household.

QR Code for giving. Scan the code with your phone to be taken to options for giving.
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