
 

 
 

Epiphany Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, January 11, 2026 - 10:00am            

      

 

 

 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church                  218 W. Ottawa St.   Lansing, MI 48933     
Office: 517-482-9454                       www.stpaulslansing.org 

http://www.stpaulslansing.org/


2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Staff:  :  The Rev. Karen C. Lewis, Rector; The Rev. Canon Dr. W. Richard Hamlin, 
Priest Associate; The Very Rev. Dr. Gail Shafer, Priest Associate; Ms. Stephanie Gewirtz, 
Minister of Music; Ms. Theresa Milne, Parish Administrator; Ms. Barbara Heany, Sunday School 
Director; Ms. Katie Alexander, Nursery Attendant; Mr. D’Kwon Guerrero, Sexton/Custodian; 
Mr. Conrad Moyer, A/V Technician. 
 

St. Paul’s Vestry: David Parks, Sr. Warden; Larry Clark, Jr. Warden; Justin Alexander; Jane 
Bryce; Joshua Freeman; Kelly Hackett; Bob Merriman; Jim Milne; Herb Tanner; Bobbi Tisdale; 
AJ Walilko; Amy Wortley; Jeff Irwin, Treasurer; Margaret Schulte, Secretary 
 

Visitors and Guests: Please fill out a visitor card and give it to an usher or place it in the 
offering box.  As you are leaving, we would like you to take a moment to sign one of the guest 
books located by the church doorways.   
 

Opportunities for Worship – Sundays:  10:00am  
     

Parish Office Hours Monday - Thursday: 9:00am to 2:00pm.  
  Closed on Fridays. 
  Phone:  517-482-9454  E-mail: office@stpaulslansing.org 
  

Visit our website:  www.stpaulslansing.org  
 

For Parish activities and information please check the information table in the Merrifield 
Room.   
 

Baptism or Marriage:  If you would like more information, please contact the Rector at 482-9454 
or by email: rector@stpaulslansing.org.    
 

Church School: Our church school for elementary through middle school begins at 9:45am.  If 
you would like more information, please speak to Barb Heany. 
 

The Nursery is open in the Music Wing near the Choir Room.  
 

All church activities may be internet streamed, video recorded and photographed for church 
uses. Entry into the sanctuary or into any church building constitutes consent to be streamed, 
videotaped, or photographed for church purposes.  
 

Roosevelt Parking Ramp Hours of Access: 
 Monday-Thursday: 6:00pm – 9:00pm Gates/doors lock automatically at 9:01pm 
 Friday:   Not Available Gates locked 
 Saturday & Sunday: 7:30am – 6:00pm Gates/doors lock automatically at 6:01pm 
 

The ramp will be available on special occasions when requested by the churches in advance.  
Staff members (Karen, Stephanie, Theresa) will have access cards if your car is locked in the 
ramp after hours.   
 

mailto:office@stpaulslansing.org
http://www.stpaulslansing.org/
mailto:rector@stpaulslansing.org
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CELEBRATION OF THE FESTIVAL OF EPIPHANY & HOLY EUCHARIST 
EPIPHANY LESSONS AND CAROLS 

JANUARY 11, 2026 – 10:00AM 
 

 
 
 
 
Epiphany celebrates the appearance of God’s glory in the world through the birth of Jesus, our 
Emmanuel (God with us), and the revelation of the incarnation to the Gentiles, and indeed the 
whole of creation.  It has been marked since the 3rd century with a Feast Day on the 6th of 
January and celebrated in both East and West in a rich variety of ways.  In the Western Church, 
the emphasis has been on the nativity itself and the acknowledgement of Christ’s sovereignty 
over all through the visit of the Magi bringing their gifts of frankincense, gold and myrrh.  The 
revelation of his true nature is echoed by the words of the prophet Simeon, the Nunc Dimittis, at 
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple (February 2) that marks the end of the season of 
Epiphany. 
 

The Greek word epiphany means literally ‘sudden appearance’ and refers above all to the 
‘manifestation’ of a god.  It is the moment and the means by which we see that Jesus is so much 
more than a good human being, a wise teacher and a moral example but in fact God made man, 
the Word became flesh.  It is in this sense that Simeon declares him to be ‘salvation’ and ‘a light 
to lighten the Gentiles’ and that later Jesus calls himself ‘the Light of the World’, and so the 
symbolism of light pervades both this season and our service.  Christ calls us out of darkness 
and into light, so that we may recognize the imprints of his divine fashioning in all creation.  
We pray that our eyes may be opened to see his glory: to have reverence for the whole of 
creation and respect for every person, for all are made in the image and likeness of God. 
 

The Epiphany in the early Church was a major celebration, second only to Easter.  It highlighted 
manifestations (or “epiphanies”) of God in Jesus Christ: the recognition of the Christ Child by 
the Magi, Simeon’s recognition of the infant Jesus to be the Messiah when presented in the 
temple, and the revealing of Jesus in the Spirit as God’s beloved child at his baptism in the 
Jordan. 
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CELEBRATION OF THE FESTIVAL OF EPIPHANY & HOLY EUCHARIST 
EPIPHANY LESSONS AND CAROLS 

JANUARY 11, 2026 – 10:00AM 
 
PRELUDE                       Adeste, Fideles                             David Schelat 

 
The people are invited to stand 

 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT     
Creator, you made all people of every land.  Today, we honor the ancestral and traditional 
Lands of the Anishinaabeg, the Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe, Odawa and Potawatomi 
people, whose home this land was for hundreds of years, and who are still here today.  As we 
make this land acknowledgement, we confess to our part in the sin of traumatic, systemic 
racism and oppression in the history of this nation and in the Church--a history we are only 
beginning to understand.  With humility, we commit ourselves to acknowledging the wrongs of 
the past and to building relationships with the Anishinaabeg.  Amen. 

 
The Officiant continues      

 

THE BIDDING PRAYER 
Brothers and sisters, we are gathered to celebrate with joy the appearance of God’s glory in the 
world through the birth of Jesus, who is Emmanuel, God with us; to reflect upon the visit of the 
magi bringing homage to their King at his birth; to hear the prophetic, and to hear God’s 
declaration of Jesus as His Son, His beloved. 
 

As we rejoice in this, the Word made flesh, who called us out of darkness into light, so we pray 
that his love and faithfulness may be known in all the world. 
 

We pray for the unity and mission of Christ’s Church, and for all who minister the gospel of 
Christ especially Sean, our presiding bishop and Bonnie, our bishop; we pray for the world, that 
we may have reverence for the natural order and respect for every person, made in the image 
and likeness of God; and we pray for those who stand in need, for the lonely, the fearful, the 
sick and the bereaved, victims of violence and war, and for all who have no one to pray for 
them. 
 

May God take us and use us in service to God’s Kingdom; may God open our eyes to God’s 
glory and equip us to bless the people, now and at all times.  May the Almighty God bless us 
with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens 
above may the King of Angels bring us all.  Amen. 
 

COLLECT 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 
light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN          O Come, all ye Faithful                                HYMN 83 
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The people are seated for lessons and anthems and stand, as they are able, for the hymns 
 

FIRST LESSON                 ISAIAH 60:1-6, 9 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you.  Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 
nurses’ arms.  Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  A 
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the 
Lord.  For the coastlands shall wait for me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring your children 
from far away, their silver and gold with them, for the name of the Lord your God, and for the 
Holy One of Israel because he has glorified you. 
 

COLLECT 
Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations to the brightness of 
your rising.  Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the world through him 
who is the true light and bright morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
ANTHEM             Go Tell It on the Mountain            arr. Mark Hayes 

Jim Milne, soloist 
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HYMN       We three Kings of Orient are                                 HYMN 128 
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I. THE WORD MADE FLESH 
 

The people remain standing, as they are able.  The Officiant says 
 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the shadow of 
death, upon them has the light shined. 
 

Officiant Arise, shine, for your light has come. 
People  And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 

COLLECT 
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him and to 
be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The people are seated for lessons and anthems and stand, as they are able, for the hymns 
 

SECOND LESSON            MATTHEW 1:18-23 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, a virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall name him ‘Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 
 

ANTHEM                             Of the Father’s Love Begotten              Michael Larkin 
AJ Walilko, soloist 

    

The people stand for the hymns as able 
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HYMN            The snow lay on the ground         HYMN 110 

 
 

II. THE KING OF THE NATIONS 
 

The people remain standing, as they are able 
 

Officiant At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow; in heaven, on earth and under the 
earth; and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

Officiant Nations shall come to your light: 
People And kings to your dawning brightness. 
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COLLECT 
Let us pray.  Lord God of the nations, we have seen the star of your glory rising in splendor: 
may the brightness of your incarnate Word pierce the night that covers the earth, signal the 
dawn of justice and peace, and beckon all nations to walk as one in your light.  We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
in the splendor of eternal light, God for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The people are seated for the reading 
 

THIRD LESSON                          MATTHEW 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
 

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born.  They told him “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”  Then Herod secretly called 
for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then he 
sent them to Bethlehem saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
 

When they heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the 
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

ANTHEM                                  Gesu Bambino                                   Pietro Yon 
Hannah Bancroft, soloist 
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III. LIGHT TO THE WORLD 
 

The people remain standing, as they are able 
 

Officiant But the hour is coming, and now is, when true worshippers will worship in spirit 
and truth. 

 

Officiant And the Lord, whom you seek: 
People Shall suddenly come to his temple. 
 

COLLECT 
Saving God, whose Son Jesus was presented in the temple and was acclaimed the glory of Israel 
and the light of the nations: grant that in him we may be presented to you and in the world 
reflect his glory; who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The people are seated for the reading 

FOURTH LESSON                        MATTHEW 2:21-32 
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  When the time came for their 
purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy 
to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a 
pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons’. 
 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It has 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying: 
 

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
 

The people stand for the hymns as able 
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HYMN                       Lord dismiss us with thy blessing         HYMN 344 

 
 

IV. THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

The people remain standing, as they are able. 
 

Officiant The voice of God resounds upon the water. 
People  The Spirit of the Lord hovers over the stream. 

Officiant The Son of God is named, “Beloved.” 
People  And all who worship shout out, “Glory!” 
  Ascribe to the Lord majesty and strength. 
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COLLECT 
Holy God, when Jesus was baptized in the Jordan the heavens opened, the Spirit descended, 
and your voice affirmed your love in Jesus for the healing of the human race and all creation.  
By water and word you lovingly invite us into this same life-giving mission.  May your Spirit, 
moving like a stream of water flowing from its source, work in us this day to realize your vision 
of a world made new in Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

 

The people sit for the reading 
 

FIFTH LESSON        MATTHEW 3:13-17 
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.  John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”  
Then he consented.  And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom 
I am well pleased.” 
 

HYMN      Christ, when for us you were baptized                     HYMN 121 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
O God of wonder, as that ancient star rose and guided the magi, illuminating the place where 
Jesus was, so now may the light of your Holy Spirit shine in our hearts and minds as the Word 
is read and proclaimed.  Guide us again to Christ, and direct us in new paths of faithfulness.  In 
Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Officiant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   The Work of Christmas                                 Dan Forrest 
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OFFERTORY HYMN         What Child is This          HYMN 115 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The people standing, the Officiant says 
 

                   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 

Officiant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Officiant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, 
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the 
face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Officiant and People sing together  
 

SANCTUS                            S125 
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The people stand or kneel, as the Officiant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  For in these last days you sent Jesus to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In Christ, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In Christ, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

We remember Christ’s death, 
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
We await Christ’s coming in glory. 
 

The Officiant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us in the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with [_____and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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THE FRACTION ANTHEM                                                   S155      
The Officiant breaks the consecrated bread 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE INVITATION 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  Holy Gifts for Holy People. 
 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
All God’s people are cordially invited to God’s table, including children.  Gluten-free wafers are available: 
please indicate to the priest that you require this alternative.  We will be offering wine from the common 
cup to those who wish to receive in this manner.  The chalice bearer will thoroughly wipe the space from 
which you drank prior to offering the cup to the next communicant.   
 

Another alternative to receiving the wine from the common cup is through intinction.  The priest will 
place the wafer in your hand; the chalice bearer will pick up the wafer, dip it into the wine, and replace it 
on your palm.  Please do not intinct with their own hand/fingers.  This safe guards all who use the 
common cup.  If you wish to receive communion in only one kind (bread), know that you have received 
full communion. 
                                

Those who are not baptized or those who do not wish to receive communion are welcome to come forward 
for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.  The ushers will guide you. If you are 
unable to come forward and wish to receive communion in your pew, please let one of the ushers know. 
       

After you have received communion and returned to your seat, you are invited to silently offer the following 
prayer or another of your choosing to God.  Remember that others are still receiving communion and your 
quietness will assist in this most holy experience. 
 

Gracious God, by this sacrament you make us one family in Christ your Son, one in the 
sharing of his body and blood, one in the communion of his Spirit.  Help us grow in love for 
one another and come to the full maturity of the body of Christ.  We ask this in his name.  
Amen. 

       

 
COMMUNION ANTHEM     Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day             Robert Lehman 
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COMMUNION HYMN     O little town of Bethlehem                       HYMN 78  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     
                                                                 

The Officiant and People say together: 
 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING OF THE CHALK 
 

Officiant God dwells in you. 
People  And also in you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Bless, O Lord, this chalk that it may be a sign of your blessing upon the homes of your people.  
We pray that, like wisemen and women of old, we may serve him as our only King, worship 
him as the one true God, and honor him with lives of sacrifice and praise, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Take your blessed chalk and use the following blessing for your home. 
 

BLESSING OF THE HOME 
 

Leader  Peace be to this house. 
People  And to all who enter here. 
 

The Leader speaks the following while marking the doorway with the chalk as indicated: 
 

Leader  Wise ones came to honor the Savior and offer him gifts. 
  C Caspar 
  M Melchior 
  B  and Balthasar followed the star of God’s Son who became human two  

thousand and twenty-five years ago. 
Leader  ++ May Christ bless our house and all who join us here. 
  ++ and remain with us throughout the new year. 
   20   +   C   +   M   +   B   +   26 
 

All  May this Epiphany blessing be a reminder of Christ’s presence among us and  
a symbol of God’s love and care as we share the blessings and burdens of our  
daily lives.  Amen. 

 

The People stand for the blessing 
                             

BLESSING  

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                    Joy to the world            HYMN 100 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Officiant Go now to love and serve Christ.   
People  Amen.  We go in the light of Christ. 
 

POSTLUDE           Go Tell It on the Mountain             John A. Behnke 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God 
and in thanksgiving for my daughter, Leigh Henrys 

By Lyn Zynda. 
 

Assisting in today’s service 

Crucifer Jamal Dillman-Hasso 

Lectors Susan Kendall, Jamal Dillman-Hasso, 
Graham Crabtree, Greg Wortley,  

Elisabeth Richardson 

Chalice Bearers Lyn Zynda, Jen Humphries 

Altar Guild 
Members for the Week 

Nancy Merriman (chair), Jane Bryce, 
Theresa Milne, Lyn Zynda 

Ushers Joseph Lehning, Joshua Freeman, 
Michael Hart, Mark Rudd 

Counters Martha Seaman McKee, Margaret Schulte 

Coffee Hour Barb & Libby Richardson 

Greeters Joseph Lehning 

Blessing Box Bob & Nancy Merriman 

Recycling Team Jim Milne 

Sunday School Mentors Barb Heany, Justin Alexander 

Vestry Person of the Day  
 

Musical selections licensed through Rite Song. 
 

Assisting Next Sunday, January 18, 2026 

Crucifer Amy Wortley 

Subdeacon Greg Wortley 

Lectors Larry Clark 

Prayers of the People Deborah McMartin-Finkel 

Chalice Bearers Justin Alexander, Leslie Hall 

Altar Guild 
Members for the Week 

Bobbi Tisdale (chair), Marilyn Earley, 
Steven Kandow, Maria Wawro 

Ushers John Nevin, Jack Baker, Jamal Dillman-Hasso, 
Bob Merriman 

Counters Larry Clark, Leslie Hall 

Coffee Hour Ardell Burns 

Greeters Jane Bryce 

Blessing Box Susan Henderson 

Recycling Team Deborah McMartin-Finkel 

Sunday School Mentors Barb Heany, Allan Boron 

Vestry Person of the Day  
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Opportunities for Prayer  
January 11, 2025 

 

We pray for those who have ongoing needs for healing prayers: Melissa, Julie, Everett, Mark, 
Howard, Kris, Pat, Jim, Mike, Ian, Peter, Caroline, Jennifer, and Howard. *Due to privacy 
concerns, we will now be posting first names only on our prayer list. 
 

We pray this week for the following St. Paul’s members:  Ron & Annette Irwin, and Jeff & 
Patty Irwin.  
 

We pray this week for the following community service agency: Samaritas Community 
Outreach, 1545 Keystone Ave, Lansing 48911. 
 

We pray for our downtown church community:  Cathedral Church of St. Mary; Central United 
Methodist Church; Christ Community Church; and First Presbyterian Church. 
 

We pray for our worshiping communities: Grace Church, Mt. Clemens; Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Puerto Plata, DR. 
 

We pray for those in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Pray for The Anglican Church of the 
Province of Central America. 
 

We pray for:  Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean Rowe, our Presiding Bishop; 
Bonnie A. Perry, our bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the Diocese of the Dominican 
Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA Bishop, SE 
Michigan Synod; Craig A. Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; our retired 
bishop, Wendell Gibbs; Karen C. Lewis, our rector; Dick Hamlin and Gail Shafer, our priest 
associates; our worship ministers, St. Paul’s staff and our diocesan household. 
 

 

2026 Vestry Candidates 
 

 

Mark Rudd: My name is Mark Rudd. I am running for Vestry this year. I have been a member 
of St. Paul’s for over 30 years. My wife, Nancy (a lifelong St. Paul’s member), and I were 
married at St. Paul’s in 1994. In May 2010, I took over for someone on Vestry who moved and 
completed his term. I was elected to Vestry in 2011, served as Junior Warden in 2012 and Senior 
Warden in 2013. I have served on numerous ministries over the years, including Liturgy and 
Music and Building and Grounds. I currently serve as an usher, sing in the choir, and co-teach 
the Red Cross First Aid/CPR/AED classes with my brother-in-law, John David Hawkins. I am 
looking forward to serving you on Vestry for the next three years. 
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Announcements for The Week  
January 11, 2026 – January 18, 2026 

 

    

Lansing Symphony Orchestra will be performing their Winterlude concert at St. Paul’s at 
3:00pm on Sunday, February 1st.  Tickets are free but you must have a ticket to attend.  This 
is one concert you will want to be present for as the sanctuary’s acoustics are perfect for this 
type of music.  Through the graciousness of the Tom and Jean Shawver Fund, we are able to 
provide this gift of music to the community.  If you wish tickets, there is a signup sheet on 
the table in the Merrifield Room.  
 

Parish Office Hours Monday - Thursday: 9:00am to 2:00pm.  
  Closed on Fridays. 
  Phone:  517-482-9454  E-mail: office@stpaulslansing.org 
  

Visit our website:  www.stpaulslansing.org  
 

For Parish activities and information please check the information table in the Merrifield 
 

Faith in Film, Fri. January 23, 6:00pm: Please join us as we watch the 1994 adaption of “Little 
Women”.  This movie is rated PG.  We will watch and find faith in the beloved Louisa May 
Alcott’s story of the March sisters as they confront growing pains, financial shortages, family 
tragedies and romantic rivalries in mid-19th-century Massachusetts. Please sign up in the 
Merrifield room. 
 

Baby formula for Advent House: We are collecting baby formula and baby food that will be 
delivered to Advent House for their baby/family pantry. Your help could make a difference in 
the lives of young working families trying to make ends meet. Please place items in the 
shopping cart by the back door if you would like to help with this ministry. If you have 
questions, please see Katie Alexander johns21k@gmail.com.  
 

Bulletin:  Please submit information by noon on Tuesday, in writing or by e-mail, to 
office@stpaulslansing.org to ensure accuracy. 
 

Blessing Box: Sign up in the Merrifield Room to fill the Blessing Box for a week.   
 

Annual reports are due in the office by Monday, January 12, 2026.   
 

St. Paul’s Annual Meeting/Potluck is January 25, 2026, at 11:30am.  Please plan to attend. Sign 
up and let us know what dish you will bring to share. 
 

In case of inclement weather during the winter months, please call the office at 482-9454 after 
11:00am to check on cancellations. If you receive a recording stating the office is closed, then all 
events for that day are cancelled. If the Lansing School District is closed, all church events for 
that day will be cancelled.  
 

Deanery Confirmation at St. Paul’s: Bishop Perry will be at St. Paul’s on Saturday, May 9, 2026, 
for Deanery confirmation. Anyone who would like to be baptized at that time, confirmed, or 
would like to reaffirm your faith, please let Karen+ know so she can put a class schedule 
together. 
 

Recycle ink cartridges: Bring your used ink cartridges into the parish office for recycling and 
help reduce our paper costs. We get discounts on office supplies and paper through the Staples 
recycling program. 

mailto:office@stpaulslansing.org
http://www.stpaulslansing.org/
mailto:johns21k@gmail.com
mailto:office@stpaulslansing.org


24 
 

Evening Meeting Times & Parking Ramp Hours: All evening meetings and classes should 
begin no earlier than 6:15pm and end by 8:45pm for access to the parking ramp.  regular 
parking ramp availability M-Th 6:00pm-9:00pm and Saturday & Sunday 7:30am-6:00pm. 
 

The service of Compline is offered Wednesday evenings at 9 pm on Zoom with The Very Rev. 
Dr. Gail Shafer, our priest associate.  The current liturgy is from the Book of Common Prayer.  A 
recording of the service will be posted to St. Paul’s Facebook page. Please feel free to either join 
the Zoom meeting, or the service posted on Facebook. The Zoom link will be listed in the 
weekly email.  
 

Coffee Hour sign up: We need two family units per week to bring treats, serve & provide 
cleanup for coffee hour following the 10:00am services.  There are signup sheets in the 
Merrifield Room.  Sign up with a friend or extended family.  If no one signs up, we will not 
have coffee hour. 
 

Altar flower requests: There are openings for the upcoming Sundays for altar flower 
dedications. Flowers are always given to the glory of God, and then in honor of, or in 
thanksgiving for a person or occasion. Dedications and $120 payment must be received in the 
church office no later than the Monday before the date of the dedication. More than one 

dedication can be made if you and a friend want to share the cost of the flowers. Altar Flower 
forms available on the signup table, or you can email your dedication to 
office@stpaulslansing.org. 
 

St. Paul’s Recycling:  Please sign up in the Merrifield Room to take some of the recycling either 
to your home bin or to a recycling drop off center.  We are committed to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle at St. Paul’s.  See one of the Milnes or Borons for more information.    
 

Reminder: Please schedule all meetings (in-person and online) with the office in advance. 
We want to assure you that there is space for you to meet and that someone will be available to 
open the building. For online meetings, we want meetings to be available to all parishioners. 
Please notify the office if you have a cancellation to ensure building and staff security. 
 

Please sign up to be a Greeter: One of the faith outreaches we have at St. Paul’s is the Sunday 
morning greeters.  We can extend our faith by welcoming our fellow parishioners and visitors 
each week.  Remember that you are the first face they will see as they enter the church.  A 
welcoming hand and face always lift our spirit, what a way to start a day and you play an 
important part in that. 

• Signup sheets are in the Merrifield Room – Need two greeters at the back door.  

• Be at the back door 20 minutes before the service. 
• Greeters should remind parishioners to pick up their nametags and ask visitors to fill 

out the guest book located in the cloister outside the chapel and to join the parish after 
the service for coffee and fellowship in the Merrifield Room. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stpaulslansing.org
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Contributions Last Week:  For the week of January 4, 2026, St. Paul’s received $4,663 

in contributions as follows:   
 

Pledge Income $2,740 

Operating Income $200 

Loose Offering $34 

Noisy Offering $89 

Catering Rent $1,600 

 

This Week at St. Paul’s  
January 11, 2026 – January 18, 2026 

 

Sunday, 1/11:    Capital Campaign Kickoff 
   9:15am  Choir Rehearsal 

9:45am  Sunday School  
10:00am Epiphany Lessons & Carols & Antecommunion 
11:15am Coffee Hour 
11:15am Pack lunches for Punks with Lunch 
 

Monday 1/12:   
         

Tuesday, 1/13: 7:00pm  Bible Study - Zoom      

     

Wednesday, 1/14: 12:00pm Noon Book Study – Zoom 
   9:00pm  Compline - Zoom   
     

Thursday, 1/15: 7:00am  Men’s Breakfast @ Flap Jack Restaurant 
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

        

Friday, 1/16: Office Closed  
             

Saturday, 1/17: 9am-5pm Diocesan Youth Event at St. Paul’s     
    

Sunday, 1/18:    MLK Sunday 
   9:15am  Choir Rehearsal 

9:45am  Sunday School  
10:00am Worship & Holy Communion 
10am-4pm Diocesan Youth Event at St. Paul’s 
11:15am Coffee Hour 
11:30am CMDR/Families Meeting – Choir Room 
 
 
 

QR Code for giving. Scan the code with your phone to be taken to options for giving. 

 


