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“Our Welcome”

In the light of God’s unconditional love, we respect the dignity of every human being by
welcoming and supporting all persons whatever their race, color, gender, age, sexual
orientation, health status, marital status or stage of spiritual journeying. We invite you to
explore, investigate, and grow in your faith and become a part of our shared journey with
God.

The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 20, 2026 Holy Eucharist

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 218 W. Ottawa St. Lansing, MI 48933
Office: 517-482-9454 www.stpaulslansing.org
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SAINT PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  Lansing, Michigan

St. Paul’s Staff: The Rev. Karen C. Lewis, Rector; The Rev. Canon Dr. W. Richard
Hamlin, Priest Associate; The Very Rev. Dr. Gail Shafer, Priest Associate; Stephanie
Gewirtz, Minister of Music; Theresa Milne, Parish Administrator; Barbara Heany, Sunday
School Director; Katie Alexander, Nursery Attendant; D’Kwon Guerrero,
Sexton/Custodian; Conrad Moyer, A/V Technician.

St. Paul’s Vestry: David Parks, Sr. Warden; Kelly Hackett Jr. Warden; Justin Alexander,
Jane Bryce, Joshua Freeman, Jim Milne; Mark Rudd; Ann Sanders; Herb Tanner; Bobbi
Tisdale; Katie Wiley; Lyn Zynda; Jeff Irwin, Treasurer; Margaret Schulte, Secretary

Visitors and Guests: Please fill out a visitor card and give it to an usher or place it in the
offering box. As you are leaving, we would like you to take a moment to sign one of the
guest books located by the church doorways.

Opportunities for Worship
Sundays: 10:00am - Worship & Holy Communion

Parish Office: Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00am to 2:00pm. Closed on Fridays
Phone: 517-482-9454
E-mail: office@stpaulslansing.org

Visit our website: www.stpaulslansing.org

For Parish activities and information please check the information table in the
Merrifield Room.

Baptism or Marriage: Please contact the Rector at 482-9454 or by email:
rector@stpaulslansing.org for more information.

Church School: Our church school for elementary through middle school begins at
9:45am. Please speak to Barb Heany for more information.

Nursery Care is available in the Nursery in the Music wing near the Choir Room.

Parking in the Roosevelt Parking Ramp: The Roosevelt parking ramp behind St. Paul's
is available for evening parking after 6:00pm. The ramp will not be open on Fridays. The
ramp will be open on Saturday and Sunday mornings until 9:00pm.
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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST- HOLY EUCHARIST
SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 - PROPER 20

PRELUDE Sonata K. 288 Domenico Scarlatti

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Creator, you made all people of every land. Today, we honor the ancestral and traditional
Lands of the Anishinaabeg, the Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe, Odawa and
Potawatomi people, whose home this land was for hundreds of years, and who are still
here today. As we make this land acknowledgement, we confess to our part in the sin of
traumatic, systemic racism and oppression in the history of this nation and in the Church-
-a history we are only beginning to understand. With humility, we commit ourselves to
acknowledging the wrongs of the past and to building relationships with the
Anishinaabeg. Amen.

OPENING HYMN O bless the Lord, my soul! HYMN 411
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1 O bless the Lord, my soul!l His grace to thee pro - claim!
2 0 bless the Lord, my soull His mer - cies bear in mind!
3 He will not al - ways chide; he will with pa - tience wait;
4 He par - dons all  thy sins, pro - longs thy fee - ble breath;
5 He clothes thee with his love, up - holds thee with his truth;
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1 And all that is with - in me join to bless his ho - ly Name!
2 For - get not all his ben - e - fits! The Lord to thee is kind.
3 his wrath is ev - er slow to rise and rea - dy to a - bate.
4 he heal - eth thine in - fir - mi - ties and ran-soms thee from death.
5 and like the ea - gle he re - news the vi - gor of  thy youth.

s

1
[
[ I

] fdd D

P—P—F_{'_\'_|_. ||I
[ f L—J I I :

6 Then bless his holy Name,
whose grace hath made thee whole,
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:
O bless the Lord, my soul!

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 103. Music: St. Thomas (Williams), melody Aaron Williams
(1731-1776); harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872).
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The people standing, the Officiant says

Officiant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.



COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The people sing together
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Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.



COLLECT OF THE DAY

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and
even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those
that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11
Reader A reading from the book of Jonah

When God saw what the Ninevites did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he
did not do it. But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to
the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die
than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of
the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it
in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The Lord God appointed a
bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next
day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun
rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that
he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”
But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,
angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which
you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished
in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right from
their left, and also many animals?”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 105:1-6, 37-45
1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;*
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him,*
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the Lord and his strength;*
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant,*
O children of Jacob his chosen.



37 He led his people with silver and gold;*
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled.
38 Egypt was glad of their going,*
because they were afraid of them.
39 He spread out a cloud for a covering*
and a fire to give light in the night season.
40 They asked, and quails appeared,*
and he satisfied them with bread from heaven.
41 He opened the rock, and water flowed,*
so the river ran in the dry places.
42 For God remembered his holy word*
and Abraham his servant.
43 So he led forth his people with gladness,*
his chosen with shouts of joy.
44 He gave his people the lands of the nations,*
and they took the fruit of others’ toil,
45 That they might keep his statutes™
and observe his laws. Hallelujah!

SECOND LESSON Philippians 1:21-30
Reader A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 1 am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is
more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly
in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear
about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For
them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing.
For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of
suffering for him as well — since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and
now hear that I still have.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL HYMN Take my life, and let it be HYMN 707
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1 Take my life, and  let it be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;

2 Take my voice, and let me sing al - ways, on - ly, for my King;
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take my mo-ments and my days, let them flow in cease - less praise.
take my in - tel - lect, and use €V - ery power as thou shalt choose.

JJMIJIJJJI
—

(B
] .
—
'y
“Ph
e
o

3

Take my hands, and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no long - er mine.
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take my heart, it is  thine own; it shall be thy roy - al throne.
Take my - self, and 1 will be ev-er, on-ly, all for thee.
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Words: Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879), all. Music: Hollingside, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876).

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16
Then, all standing, the clerqyperson reads the Gospel, first saying

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out



and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all
day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to
you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Karen C. Lewis

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.



We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God is a God of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger and rich in mercy, generous
and forgiving to all who cry for grace. With confidence, let us turn to our God in prayer.

For people throughout the world who are suffering from drought and famine, from
economic distress and social conflict, from natural disasters and climate change, from
violence and war, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the church throughout the world especially Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Sean our presiding bishop and Bonnie, our bishop; that we, together with all our brothers
and sisters in Christ, may be effective agents of social transformation and reliable
messengers of hope, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For our own country, that its wealth and power might become a force for peace, rather
than conflict; a source of hope, rather than discontent; an agent of friendship, rather than
enmity, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For our own community, and especially for those among us who are on our parish prayer
list; those who are lonely or broken-hearted; those who are hungry or homeless; for
refugees and immigrants, and for those whom we now name either silently or aloud

; Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For ourselves, that we may have the grace to rejoice with those who rejoice, to weep with
those who weep, to grieve for other’s losses; to be quick to forgive and slow to take
offense, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For those who bless our lives with their gifts and presence, especially family, friends and
the parishioners of St. Paul’s, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For those who have died and those who mourn, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.

The Officiant concludes the prayers by saying the following

Lord God, in your presence none of us can boast, and all must ask for mercy; yet your Son
has embraced us and called us to share in his labors for the salvation of every man,
woman, and child. Grant us the grace to see what needs to be done and the wisdom and
resources to do it, through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN - SP26LIFT

Almighty God, source of all good gifts, we are grateful for our many blessings that
have been bestowed upon us, and desire to be faithful stewards of your bounty. Help
us to step forward in faith and guide our hearts into generous giving so that St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church may remain a house of peace, safety, renewal, and outreach to the
glory of your name. Amen.



THE CONFESSION

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves,
and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Officiant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor unto the
Lord.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM O Give Thanks to the Lord Robert Lau
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OFFERTORY HYMN O Master, let me walk with thee HYMN 660
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words: Washington Gladden (1836-1918). Music: Marytorn, Henry Percy Smith (1825-1898).
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The people standing, the Officiant says

The Lord be with you
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on
the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn
to proclaim the glory of your Name:

11



Officiant and People sing together

SANCTUS 5129
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Officiant and people say together

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Officiant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be

the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
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to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION ANTHEM S154
The Officiant breaks the consecrated bread
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Music: From New Plainsorg; David Hurd (b. 1950). Copyright © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc.

INVITATION
Officiant The gifts of God for the People of God. Holy Gifts for Holy People.

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All God’s people are cordially invited to God'’s table, including children. Gluten-free wafers are
available: please indicate to the priest that you require this alternative. We will be offering wine
from the common cup to those who wish to receive in this manner. The chalice bearer will
thoroughly wipe the space from which you drank prior to offering the cup to the next
communicant.

Another alternative to receiving the wine from the common cup is through intinction. The priest
will place the wafer in your hand; the chalice bearer will pick up the wafer, dip it into the wine, and
replace it on your palm. No one is allowed to intinct with their own hand/fingers. This safe
guards all who use the common cup. If you wish to receive communion in only one kind (bread),
know that you have received full communion.

Those who are not baptized or those who do not wish to receive communion are welcome to come
forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest. The ushers will guide you.
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If you are unable to come forward and wish to receive communion in your pew, please let one of the
ushers know.

COMMUNION ANTHEM For the Bread Which Thou Hast Broken
William Bradley Roberts
COMMUNION HYMN Strengthen for service, Lord HYMN 312
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Words: Syriac Liturgy of Malabar; tr. Charles William Humphreys (1840-1921); alt. Percy Dearmer (1867-1936). By permission
of Oxford University Press. Music: Malabar, David McKinley Williams (1887-1978). Copyright © The Church Pension Fund.

The Officiant and People say together:

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BLESSING
May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and the blessing

of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN Christ for the world we sing HYMN 537
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1 Christ for the world we sing! The world 1o
2 Christ for the world we sing! The world to
3 Christ for the world we sing! The world to
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Christ  we bring with lov - ing zeal; the poor, and
Christ  we bring with fer - vent prayer; the way - ward
Christ  we bring with one ac - cord; with us the
Christ  we bring with  joy - ful song; the new - born
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them that mourn, the faint and o - ver - borne,
and the lost, by rest - less pas - sions tossed,
work to  share, with us re -  proach to dare,
souls, whose days, re - claimed from er - ror’s ways,
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sin - sick and SOr - TOwW-worn, whom Christ doth heal.
re - deemed at count - less cost from dark de - spair.
with us the CTOSS to bear, for Christ our Lord
in - spired with hope and praise, to Christ be - long.
o [ ¢ — —r l

Words: Samucl Wolcott (1813-1886). Music: Moscow, melody Felice de Giardini (1716-1796); harm. The New Hymmnal, 1916
based on Hvmns Ancient and Modern, 1875, and Lowell Mason (1792-1892).

DISMISSAL

Officiant
People

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Toccata in C
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Today’s flowers have been given by Marilyn Maloney
In thanksgiving for our St. Paul’s Family

Assisting in today’s service
Crucifer Debbie Parks
Subdeacon Henrie Parks
Lector Larry Clark
Prayers of the People Jim Milne
Chalice Bearers Justin Alexander & Debbie Parks
Altar Guild Bobbi Tisdale (chair), Marilyn Earley,
Members for the Week Steven Kandow, Maria Wawro
Ushers Bob Merriman, Jack Baker,
Jamal Dillman-Hasso, Mike Arneson,
Bella Rose, Dani Hilliard, Patrick Prebo
Counters Larry Clark, Leslie Hall
Coffee Hour Potluck Luncheon
Greeters Jane Bryce
Blessing Box Martha McKee
Recycling Team
Sunday School Mentors Barb Heany,
Vestry Person of the Day Mark Rudd

Musical selections licensed through Rite Song.

Assisting Next Sunday, September 27, 2026

Crucifer
Subdeacon
Lector AJ Walilko
Prayers of the People Nancy Rudd
Chalice Bearers Jamal Dillman-Hasso, Lyn Zynda
Altar Guild Debbie Parks (chair), Katie Alexander,
Members for the Week Hillary Walilko
Ushers Larry Clark, Isaac Francisco,
Steven Kandow, Hillary Walilko,
Katie Wiley
Counters Jane Bryce, Isaac Francisco
Coffee Hour Dani Hilliard & Patrick Prebo
Greeters Sally Boron
Blessing Box Mark Rudd
Recycling Team Bob Merriman
Sunday School Mentors Barb Heany, Allan Boron
Vestry Person of the Day
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QR Code for giving. Scan the code with your phone to be taken to options for giving.

Opportunities For Prayer
September 20, 2026

We pray for those who have ongoing needs for healing prayers: Melissa, Julie, Everett,
Pat, Jim, Mike, Peter, Caroline, Jennifer, Howard, Jon, Carol, and Whitt. *Due to privacy
concerns, we will now be posting first names only on our prayer list.

We pray this week for the following St. Paul’s members: Abby Goggins, and Kelly
Hackett.

We pray this week for the following community service agency: Capital Area Michigan
Works, 2110 S Cedar St, Lansing 48910.

We pray for our downtown church community: Cathedral Church of St. Mary; Central
United Methodist Church; Christ Community Church; and First Presbyterian Church.

We pray for our worshiping communities: St. John's, Royal Oak; Holy Faith Church,
Saline.

We pray for those in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Pray for the Anglican Church of
Australia.

We pray for: Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean Rowe, our Presiding
Bishop; Bonnie A. Perry, our bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the Diocese of the
Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig A. Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan
Synod; our retired bishop, Wendell Gibbs; Karen C. Lewis, our rector; Dick Hamlin and
Gail Shafer, our priest associates; our worship ministers, St. Paul’s staff and our diocesan
household.

Announcements For The Week
September 20, 2026 - September 27, 2026

“Tabletop Saints”: Our next game night is Friday, October 9th at 6:15pm. A board and
card game night of fellowship and fun! Games will be provided, but feel free to bring
your favorite games and invite friends. Please sign up in the Merrifield room so we can
plan enough food and soft drinks for everyone. Children are welcome when accompanied
by a parent or guardian, childcare is not provided. Parking is available in the 4Cs lot in St.
Paul’s designated spots, the St. Paul’s lot and on the street. Please see Rachel or Ian Moore
if you have any questions.

Parish Potluck: Our welcome back parish potluck is today following the 10:00am worship
service. Please join us, even if you haven’t signed up to bring anything. Any help to clean
up afterwards would be appreciated.
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What are sacraments? How many do we have in the Episcopal Church? Can you name
all of our sacraments? Why are they important to my faith? Or are they not important?
When do I need the sacraments? Does the bread and wine really change into Jesus’
body? These questions and many more will be answered in a three-week class on
Wednesday evenings September 23, 30th. If you would like, join us for dinner at 6:15 with
the class beginning at 6:45pm. Cost for the meal is $9.00. Sign up if you are joining us.

Coffee Hour sign up: We need two family units per week to bring treats, serve & provide
cleanup for coffee hour following the 10:00am services. There are signup sheets in the
Merrifield Room. Sign up with a friend or extended family. If no one signs up, we will
not have coffee hour.

Blessing Box: Sign up in the Merrifield Room to fill the Blessing Box for a week.

Ushers: There is a signup sheet in the Merrifield room for anyone interested in serving as
an usher. Please see John David Hawkins for more information.

Provide a Meal for Canterbury MSU: The signup genius is open to sign up to provide a
meal for Canterbury for the fall. Please bring a complete meal (main dish, side, salad,
dessert) for 6 people with a gluten and dairy free option. Please no mushrooms. Deliver to
225 ML.A.C. Ave on Thursday by 6:15pm. Contact Chaplain Alex Aivars at
chaplain.canterburymsu@gmail.com or 269.806.3489 for any

questions.https:/ /www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044EAEAD28ASFDCF8-65142631-fall

Red Cross First Aid/CPR/AED Certification: Our Red Cross certified instructors will be
holding classes October 10t and Decembber 12th in the Choir Room from 10am-2pm.
This class is for anyone who wants to be certified /re-certified in adult and/or pediatric
First Aid or CPR/AED. You have two weeks to complete an online portion of the class.
Payment of $40 to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church due at the class. Free for staff, ushers, and
Sunday School mentors. See John David Hawkins or Mark Rudd for more information.

Mission & Outreach Winter Coat Collection: Please join us in our effort to support the
City of Lansing in their drive to provide new or lightly used (clean) winter coats for
adults in the community. Collection for the drive will run September 21st through October
4th. Coats will be distributed in early November at Lansing City locations. Place your coats
in the marked bin by the signup table in the Merrifield Room.

Recycle ink cartridges: Bring your used ink cartridges into the parish office for recycling
and help reduce our paper costs. We get discounts on office supplies and paper through
the Staples recycling program.

Noisy Offering through December: The City Rescue Mission of Lansing is a 501(c)3,
Christian ministry founded in and still serving Michigan's capital area. Every year,
thousands of children and adults find refuge and rescue thanks to the compassion of our
community. Their mission is to meet physical needs for Food and Shelter to bring those
with spiritual needs the Hope that is found in Jesus Christ.

Themes of Faith in the Music of Mahler: Arguably one of the most revolutionary
composers at the beginning of the 20th century, Gustav Mahler is well known for his
lengthy and complicated music. As a man born into a Jewish family who converted to
Catholicism, Mahler expressed his thoughts regarding God, faith, love, life, death, and the
afterlife in many of his pieces. Please join us in this brand-new series at St. Paul’s as we
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spend 4 weeks with Steven Kandow looking at these themes in Mahler’s first two
symphonies. No knowledge of either Mahler or classical music is required to participate
in these discussions. Sessions will be Wednesdays on Oct. 21, Oct. 28, Nov. 4 and Nov. 11.
Dinner will be provided at 6:15 ($9 per person) with discussion beginning at 6:30. Please
sign up in the Merrifield Room.

Faith in Film September 25t at 6:00pm: Join us for our first Faith in Film of the 2026-2027
season. We will be showing the classic film, “Little Women”, a coming-of-age novel
written by Louisa May Alcott. The story follows the lives of the four March sisters (Meg,
Jo, Beth, and Amy) and details their passage from childhood to womanhood. We will be
viewing the 2019 adaptation (PG) directed by Greta Gerwig, starring Saoirse Ronan,
Emma Watson, and Timothée Chalamet. Please sign up in the Merrifield Room.

ERD Book Sale: We are now accepting books for the ERD Book Sale. There is a bin by the
elevator outside the Merrifield room. Please sign up to help with setup on October 4t
after the service. The sale will be held in the Merrifield room October 11-18. All proceeds
will be supporting Episcopal Relief & Development. Sign up in the Merrifield Room to
help or contact Katie Alexander at johns21k@gmail.com.

Sunday School Mentors Needed: Do you love seeing kids grow in their faith? We are
looking for caring adults to serve as Sunday school mentors. You do not need to be a
teacher —just someone willing to share God’s love, listen, and walk alongside our youth
for one Sunday every 4-8 weeks. See Barb Heany or Karen Lewis for more information.

St. Paul’s Recycling: Please sign up in the Merrifield Room to take some of the recycling
either to your home bin or to a recycling drop off center. We are committed to reduce,
reuse, and recycle at St. Paul’s. See one of the Milnes or Borons for more information.
Bulletin: Please submit information by noon on Tuesday, in writing or by e-mail, to
office@stpaulslansing.org to ensure accuracy.

The service of Compline is offered Wednesday evenings at 9 pm on Zoom with The
Very Rev. Dr. Gail Shafer, our priest associate. The current liturgy is from the Book of
Common Prayer. A recording of the service will be posted to St. Paul’s Facebook page.
Please feel free to either join the Zoom meeting, or the service posted on Facebook. The
Zoom link will be listed in the weekly email.

Evening Meeting Times & Parking Ramp Hours: All evening meetings and classes
should begin no earlier than 6:15pm and end by 8:45pm for access to the parking ramp.
regular parking ramp availability M-Th 6:00pm-9:00pm and Saturday & Sunday 7:30am-
6:00pm.

Reminder: Please schedule all meetings (in-person and online) with the office in
advance. We want to assure you that there is space for you to meet and that someone will
be available to open the building. For online meetings, we want meetings to be available
to all parishioners. Please notify the office if you have a cancellation to ensure building
and staff security.

Altar flower requests: There are openings for the upcoming Sundays for altar flower
dedications. Flowers are always given to the glory of God, and then in honor of, or in
thanksgiving for a person or occasion. Dedications and $120 payment must be received in
the church office no later than the Monday before the date of the dedication. More than
one dedication can be made if you and a friend want to share the cost of the flowers.
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Altar Flower forms available on the signup table, or you can email your dedication to
office@stpaulslansing.org.

Please sign up to be a Greeter: One of the faith outreaches we have at St. Paul’s is the
Sunday morning greeters. We can extend our faith by welcoming our fellow parishioners
and visitors each week. Remember that you are the first face they will see as they enter
the church. A welcoming hand and face always lift our spirit, what a way to start a day
and you play an important part in that.
e Signup sheets are in the Merrifield Room - Need two greeters at the back door.
e Be at the back door 20 minutes before the service.
e Greeters should remind parishioners to pick up their nametags and ask visitors to
till out the guest book located in the cloister outside the chapel and to join the
parish after the service for coffee and fellowship in the Merrifield Room.

Contributions Last Week: For the week of September 13, 2026, St. Paul’s received $
in contributions as follows:

Pledge Income
NonPledge Income
Loose Offering

This Week at St. Paul’s
September 20, 2026 - September 27, 2026

Sunday, 9/20: 9:15am Choir Rehearsal
9:45am Sunday School - Downstairs
10:00am Worship & Holy Communion - Sanctuary
11:15am Pack lunches for Punks with Lunch - Hill Room
11:15am Welcome Back Potluck - Merrifield Room
12:00pm Drumming Session - Sanctuary
Monday, 9/21: 6:15pm Vestry Dinner - Meeting @ 6:30pm - Hill Room
Tuesday, 9/22: 7:00pm Bible Study - Zoom
Wednesday, 9/23:  6:15pm Sacraments Class & Dinner w/Karen+
9:00pm Compline - Zoom
Thursday, 9/24: 10:00am Set-up for Potluck & Capital Campaign
3:00pm CPG Insurance Meeting
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Friday, 9/25: Office Closed
6:00pm Faith & Film - Merrifield Room
Saturday, 9/26:
Sunday, 9/27: 9:15am Choir Rehearsal
9:45am Sunday School - Downstairs
10:00am Worship & Holy Communion - Sanctuary
11:15am Coffee Hour
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